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Riding season is finally here! I love hearing the roar of mo-
torcycles on the open road. It’s also outdoor concert sea-
son, and I have so many shows lined up this summer. What 
are your plans for the season? 
  
The CPD exam took place in mid-April, and we expect the 
results to be available later this month. Congratulations to 
everyone who has achieved certification in Plumbing De-
sign! 

MAY—MEETING AGENDA 

DATE: 

TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2026 

WHERE: 

Plumbing Industry Training Center 

Troy, MI  

 

5:00-6:00 PM Design Class 

Backflow Prevention: 2021 Code Changes 
and Sanitary Discharge Sizing 
 

6:00PM Dinner 

 

6:30PM-7:30PM Technical Class 

Achieving Optimal Water Pressure &  
Safety with the Newest Plumbing  
Innovations 
 

 

 

 

REGISTRATION REQUIRED: 

ASPE-EMC May 2026 Chapter Meeting and 
Technical Program Tickets, Tuesday, May 
12  •  4:30 PM - 8 PM | Eventbrite  

TICKETS GO ON SALE APRIL 28TH @ 3PM 

The WOA is offering a scholarship for the 2026 Convention and Expo. This scholar-
ship will cover travel expenses, a one-year ASPE membership renewal, and participa-
tion in the WOA Leadership Forum. Applications are due by April 30, 2026. Attending 
the convention and expo is a valuable experience, and I highly recommend it for 
anyone looking to get more involved in the plumbing industry. 
  
Additionally, the Alfred Steele Scholarship is now open for applications for this year. 
Applications are accepted through April 30, 2026. This scholarship is available to 
members and their immediate family members who are pursuing an education in 
engineering. For more information and to apply, please visit: [Alfred Steele Scholar-
ship](https://aspe.org/membership-global-community/membership/alfred-steele-
scholarship/). 
  
Chapter elections will take place this month. We will send ballots via email to all 
members, and the winners will be announced at the May meeting, where they will 
be sworn into office. 
  
Are you interested in serving at the Society level? Applications for the 2026–2028 
ASPE Board of Directors are being accepted until June 17, 2026. You can find the 
application on the Members-Only page of the ASPE website. 
  
The Young Professionals group has two exciting events coming up. On June 4th, we 
will have a top golf competition among several Region 2 chapters, with prizes and 
bragging rights on the line. Then, on August 14th, we will have a Canoe Trip on the 
Huron River. Event invitations will be sent out via Eventbrite this month.  
 
Continued on Page 2.  
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President’s Report 

VP Technical Report 

May Program 

VP Membership Report 

April Meeting Recap 

Engineer’s Week and School Outreach 

Membership Birthdays 

Tabletop Sponsorship Info 

Perfect Attendance 

Golf Outing Flyer 

Convention/Expo 2026 

Women of ASPE (WOA) 

New Code Study Book Order Form 

Line Card Sponsors 

____________________________________ 

 

MAY BOARD MEETING 

Tuesday, 05/05/2026 @ 4:30PM 

Virtual—Online Meeting 

 

MAY CHAPTER MEETING 

Tuesday, 05/12/2026 @ 4:30PM-7:30PM 

Plumbing Industry Training Center 

 

4th Annual Golf Outing 

June 18th, 2026 

Links of Novi 

Flyer on pages: 18-19 

Continued from page 1 
 
Our summer planning meeting is scheduled for June 13 
at 8:30 AM at Balfrey & Johnston Inc., located at 13050 
Northend Ave, Oak Park. We will brainstorm ideas and 
plan our design and technical sessions for the 2026- 

2027 program year. If there's a particular topic you’re interested in learning 
about next year, please let us know so we can incorporate it into our plans! 
  
As always, feel free to reach out if you need anything. I look forward to seeing 
you at the next chapter meeting. 
  
Best regards, 
  
Rachel 
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Hello all, 

As we head into our next meeting, I encourage everyone to join us for a session centered on backflow 

prevention. With recent code updates and evolving design considerations, this month’s program offers 

timely insight for both designers and engineers.  

The Design Class will feature Ryan Lyle, who will walk us through key changes related to backflow preven-

tion in the 2021 code cycle. He’ll touch on how these updates influence drainage sizing, testing require-

ments, and the design implications for RPZ installations – particularly where larger discharge and air-gap 

provisions may now be necessary. 

Following that (and dinner), our Technical Presentation will be led by Art Davies, who will shift the focus to water pressure man-

agement and modern plumbing technologies. He’ll discuss how determining appropriate building water pressure affects system 

performance, occupant safety, and long-term conservation efforts, along with how new product innovations support these goals.  

Both sessions will provides practical takeaways and relevant updates for your roles. We look forward to seeing you there!  

 

Your Chapter VP Tech, 

Andrew Ward, M.S. 

Vpt.aspe.emc@gmail.com 

 

HERE IS THE LINK TO THE APRIL MEETING’S YOUTUBE RECORDING 

 https://youtu.be/kqJ-5zRS5wI  

mailto:vpt.aspe.emc@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/kqJ-5zRS5wI
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MAY DESIGN SESSION 

TOPIC: BACKFLOW PREVENTION 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Lyle, Director Of Training at Plumbing Industry Training Center, ASPE EMC VP Leg-
islative 
 
Backflow Prevention: 2021 Code Changes and Sanitary Discharge Sizing 
 
The presentation focuses on the critical updates made to backflow prevention codes in 
2021. These changes highlight the need to utilize manufacturer-published data to accu-
rately size drainage systems, especially in the context of catastrophic failure scenarios. 
The new regulations impose stricter requirements for discharge, testing, and air gap 
verification, which often require significantly larger sanitary drainage connections for 
reduced pressure principle (RPZ) backflow preventer devices than what was previously 
permitted. Overall, the presentation aims to inform attendees about these important 
updates and best practices for compliance and system design in backflow prevention. 
 
Mr. Ryan Lyle a 22-year member of Plumbers Local 98. Mr. Lyle has had the pleasure of 
working on many different aspects of the plumbing industry. His career began with 
mainly heavy commercial plumbing installations. In 2008, he began to focus on indus-
trial plumbing applications and began instructing at the Training center on a part time 
basis. In 2016, he transitioned to a full-time instructor giving instruction on every facet 
of the plumbing trade. In February 2021 he became the Director of Training for the 
Metropolitan Detroit Plumbing Industry Training Center. In addition, he is honored to 
serve on several committees, is a member of ASSE, serves on the Cross Connection 
Control Technical Committee, and on the State of MI and District 2 apprenticeship con-
test committees for plumbing, for the United Association. 
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MAY TECHNICAL SESSION 

TOPIC: ACHIEVING OPTIMAL WATER PRESSURE 

 

 

 

 

Art Davies, Director of Commercial Operations, Zurn Wilkins 
 
Achieving Optimal Water Pressure & Safety with the Newest Plumbing Innovations 
 
The purpose of the session is to emphasize the importance of knowing the ideal 
water pressure for a building. This knowledge is crucial not only for plumbing effec-
tiveness but also for the health and safety of patrons, along with water conservation 
efforts. Determining the ideal water pressure involves considering various factors, 
including the building's use, physical characteristics, applicable codes, and plumbing 
components. We’ll also highlight how innovative plumbing products can contribute 
to conserving water and  
reducing costs, while stressing the need to maintain specific water pressure levels 
for optimal operation. 
 
Art Davies is the Director of Commercial Operations for Wilkins, a division of Zurn 
Elkay. Wilkins specializes in water safety and control solutions, including backflow 
preventer assemblies, pressure reducing valves, and a comprehensive portfolio serv-
ing residential, commercial, industrial plumbing, and fire protection systems. 
 
In his role, Art leads the application engineering team, oversees external training 
programs, and drives strategic initiatives that support Wilkins’ commercial growth. 
He is particularly focused on developing impactful training curricula for service 
plumbers, system designers, and field professionals, helping improve installation, 
troubleshooting, and maintenance across Wilkins products. 
 
Art holds a degree in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Wisconsin–
Milwaukee. He began his career working alongside his father at JCH Water Meter 
Testing and Repair, where he spent over a decade testing and repairing municipal 
water meters (1”–10”). This hands-on experience provides him with a practical, field
-based perspective, including work in meter pits and mechanical rooms, which con-
tinues to inform his approach to engineering and training today. 
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Hello ASPE EMC!  

Who else is excited for ASPE convention this year!? Registration is now open and I’d love to see 
you there! This year we’re in Oklahoma City and it’ll be suuuuuuper fun! 

We are on the HUNT for new members! As much as we appreciate each and every one of you 
being a part of our chapter, we’d love to spread the wealth to new members!  

• Do you know a colleague or a friend that might benefit from the educational sessions we 
put on monthly?  

• Do you know a student that’s going to school for engineering that could use the addi-
tional mentorship? 

• Do you know a colleague that always struggles to get their CEU credits? 

Why not bring them along to the next chapter meeting? Joining ASPE gives you sooooo many benefits like:  

 Network with individuals in the industry 

 Get (2) CEU credits per meeting if you stay the whole time! 

 Opportunity to attend national tech symposiums & conferences 

 Contribute to the chapter by sitting on the board (like me!)  

 

If you know of someone that’s interested, I’m also happy to talk through more benefits with them. Please email me at: 

vpm.aspe.emc@gmail.com 

REMINDERS:  

If you change jobs, please make sure you update your ASPE profile on the National Website, so you still receive ASPE emails. 

Please let the Eastern Michigan Board know as well if you change jobs and contact email so we may ensure you receive our chap-

ter updates!  

 If you are up to renew your membership, remember to do it today! You can also take advantage of Multiple-Year Membership 

Renewal. 

 5% Discount for a two-year renewal.  

 10% Discount for a three-year renewal. 

There is a new option to be a part of multiple chapters! If you are interested, please keep The Eastern Michigan Chapter as your 

home chapter and signup for as many others as you wish for an additional $80 per chapter. 

Memberships are per person, not per company! Please refrain from using other member’s membership numbers to register for 

meetings.  

DID YOU KNOW? 

I’m starting a new section on our LinkedIn page – a “DID YOU KNOW” page so you can maximize your ASPE membership so make 

sure you’re following us on LinkedIn so you get all the updates!  

 

This month I’m highlighting the benefits of being a part of your local board! Please let me know if you’re interested in a volun-

teering position! 

 

Till next time!  

Haruka 

mailto:VPM.ASPE.EMC@GMAIL.COM
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APRIL MEETING RECAP 
OUR SPONSOR! 

Thank you to our sponsor Meditrac!  

CONGRATS TO HANK FOR WINNING 

THE RAFFLE! 
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Engineer’s Week and School Outreach by EMC in 2026!  

This year in celebration of Engineer’s Week (E-Week) and beyond - Kevin Lambert, Rebecca Tritt, Theresa Card (all Eastern 
Michigan Chapter Members) went out into the K12 school world and visited (15) schools to tell them about what engineers do, 
all the different kinds of engineering careers there are and to do some fun hands-on activities! Over the week of February 23-
27th and the subsequently on March 19th, March 20th, April 10th and April 15th , they visited: 

1. Detroit Public Schools Community District 

• Chrysler Elementary 

• Neinas Dual Language Academy (twice) 

• Clippert Academy 

• Schulze Academy 

• Marus Garvey African-Centered Academy 

• Northwestern High School 
2. Airport Community Schools 

• Sterling Elementary 

• Eyler Elementary 

• Wagar Middle School 
3. Morenci Area Schools 

• Morenci Middle School/ High School 
4. Lansing Public School District 

• Gardner International Magnet School 

• Newcomer Center 
5. Northwest Community Schools 

• Northwest High School 
6. Decatur Public Schools 

• Decatur Middle School 
7. Tri County Area Schools 

• Tri County Middle School 

• Tri County Elementary School 
8. Davison Community Schools 

• Central Elementary 

Theresa Card 
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Engineer’s Week and School Outreach by EMC in 2026!  

With all those visits they spoke to 2,340 students in the hope  

some of them one day want to become an Engineer.  

The activities they presented included: 

*LEGO Activity – where students broke out into groups of Own-

ers, Architects, Engineer and Contractors and played a game of 

telephone to try and build a house that looked like the example 

house (that only the Owner could see). 

*Put A Lid on It – where students use a set square and ruler to 

make a lid for a box they can’t see and are only given the dimen-

sions. 

*Slip Slide Away – where the students learn about friction as they 

rub a smooth jar lid across different surfaces with different tex-

tures. 

*Feel the Heat – where students build their own solar water 

heater using tubing, aluminum foil, black tape, black paper and 

black markers. 

*Hold Your Water – where students build a device to try and not 

spill any water when they drop a cup from 6ft, using coffee filters, 

pipe cleaners and tape. 

*Thermal Comfort – where they talked to the students about the 

6 factors that affect thermal comfort and took temperature, hu-

midity, radiant surface temperature and air speed measurements 

around their classroom. 

*Build a Sling Psychrometer – where the students learned about 

the different between dry-bulb and wet-bulb temperature and 

the psychrometric chart to plot points and read dewpoint/ satu-

ration temperature and relative humidity. 

*Drinking Straw Pressure Drop – where students learned about 

pressure drop through pipes by blowing bubbles into a cup of 

water through 1 straw and then taping straws together until they 

got to 10 straws long. 

*Adventures of Iggy and Lucy’s Engineering Adventure – where 

they read the Adventures of Iggy (about geothermal systems) and 

Lucy’s Engineering Adventure (about all the HVAC systems in a 

building) books to Pre-K and Kindergarten classes.  
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Engineer’s Week and School Outreach by EMC in 2026!  

Kevin Lambert  Rebecca Tritt 
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May Birthdays 

5/3 – Casimir Zalewski 

5/7 – Joe Sullivan 

5/10 – Bill Campbell 

5/10 – Alan Deal 
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TABLE TOP SPONSORING AT CHAPTER MEETINGS! 

 

ASPE MEMBERS: 

• $200 FOR THE 1ST TABLE PER MEETING/ PER VENDOR 

• $150 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL TABLE PER MEETING/PER VENDOR 

 

NON MEMBERS 

• $250 FOR THE 1ST TABLE PER MEETING/ PER VENDOR 

• $200 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL TABLE PER MEETING/PER VENDOR 

 

IF A VENDOR PURCHASES TABLE TOPS FOR 3 MEETINGS PER YEAR, THE 4TH MEETING TABLETOP 

WILL BE FREE! 

 

FOR TABLETOP SPONSORSHIP CONTACT: CHIP BIDIGARE @ cbidigare@deppmann.com 

mailto:cbidigare@deppmann.com
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https://www.aspe.org/eastern-michigan/PDF/2021 Code Study Development Order Form_Template_02-08-24.pdf
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BURKE AGENCY, INC. 
Manufacturers’ Representatives 

2605 E. Oakley Park Road, Suite A, 

Commerce Twp, MI 48390 

Ph 248 669-2800 Fax 248 669-3310 

Brian Burke, Peter Lapham, Matthew Tucker 

bburke@burkeagency.com 

burkeagency.com 

LOCHINVAR 
High Efficiency Water Heaters and Boilers 

45900 Port Street 

Plymouth, MI 48170 

Ph 734 454-4480 Fax 734 454-1790 

Jason Loverich: jloverich@lochinvar.com 

lochinvar.com 

DAVE WATSON ASSOCIATES, INC. 
Manufacturers’ Representatives 

1325 W. Beecher St. 

Adrian, MI 49221 

Ph 517 263-8988 Fax 517 263-2328 

Rick Johnston: rjohnston@davewatson.biz 

davewatson.biz 

MAJOR/LOZUAWAY & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
Manufacturers’ Representatives 

1117 W. Grand Blanc Rd. 

Grand Blanc, MI 48439 

Ph 810 234-1635 Fax 810 234-8389 

Mike Ostrowski: moski@lozuaway.com 

Mobile 810 287-6983 

Bill Campbell, PE: bill@lozuaway.com 

Mobile 810-287-0029 

DIVERSIFIED SPEC. SALES, INC./ 

HOWLEY AGENCY SALES CO. 
Manufacturers’ Representative 

13261 Northend Ave. 

Oak Park, MI 48237-3265 

Haruka Iwasaki: hiwasaki@dsshowley.com 
Ph 248 398-2400 Fax 248 547-4905 

diversifiedspec.com 

NEW CENTURY SALES, INC. 
Manufacturers’ Representatives 

1715 Traditional Dr. 
Commerce Township, MI 48390 

Ph 248 960-1147 
Ross Beck: rossb@newcenturysales.com 

Mobile 734 673-2119 
Todd Hiler: toddh@newcenturysales.com 

Mobile 513 633-2609 
newcenturysales.com 

HS/BUY VAN ASSOCIATES, INC. 
Manufacturers’ Representatives 

56 S. Squirrel 

Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

Jarrett Armstrong 

Ph 888 472-8982 Fax 248 852-0298 

info@hsbuyvan.com 

hsbuyvan.com 

EMERSON SWAN 

Manufacturer’ Representatives 

37000 Plymouth Road 

Livonia, MI 48150 

Ph 734 346 7926 

Kyle Tevault: 
mailto:ktevault@emersonswan.com 

J.W. SALES, INC. 

Manufacturers’ Representative 

1570 E. Highwood 

Pontiac, MI 48340 

O: 248.745.8590 F: 248.745.0889 

Thomas Huck: thomash@jwsalesinc.net 

C: 248-602-1575 

Michael Fedorinchik: mikef@jwsalesinc.net 

JWsalesinc.net 

PERFORMANCE ENGINEERING GROUP 
Engineered Water Products 

32955 Industrial Rd. 

Livonia, MI 48150 

Alan Deal: adeal@performanceengineering.com 

Ph 734 266-5300 Fax 734 266-5310 

performanceengineering.com 

  
 

 

 

 

BALFREY & JOHNSTON, INC. 

Manufacturers’ Representatives 

13050 Northend 

Oak Park, MI 48237 

Ph 313 864-2800 Fax 313 864-7219 

George D. Johnston: george@balfrey-johnston.com 

balfrey-johnston.com 

KERR PUMP AND SUPPLY 
Manufacturers’ Representatives 

12880 Cloverdale 

Oak Park, MI 48237 

Ph 248 543-3880 Fax 248 543-3236 

Tyler Palchak: tpalchak@kerrpump.com 

Direct: 248-826-9414 

kerrpump.com 
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QUALITY WATER & AIR, INC. 
Manufacturers’ Representative 

1402 Souter 

Troy, MI 48083 

Georgann Kummer, WBE 

Ph 248 589-8010 Fax 248 589-8016 

qualitywaterair@cs.com 

qualitywaterair.com 

SERVICE SALES PLUS 
"Service is our middle name" 

45606 Mast Street 

Plymouth, MI 48170 

Ph 734-454-7620 Fax 734-454-7632 

servicesalesplus.com 

R.L. DEPPMANN COMPANY 
Manufacturers’ Representative 

46575 Magellan Drive 

Novi, MI 48377 

Mike Kennedy: mkennedy@deppmann.com 

Ph 800 589-6120 Fax 248 354-3763 

sales@deppmann.com 

deppmann.com 

VIEGA 
Providing secure pipe connections for 125 years. 

585 Interlocken Blvd. 

Broomfield, CO 80021 

Ph 317-995-8062 Toll Free 800-976-9819 

William.westrick@viega.us 

www.viega.us 

  

 

PROGRESSIVE PLUMBING SUPPLY 
Wholesale Distributor 

Furnishes and installs w/in the Division 10 Specialties Scope 

31239 Mound Road 

Warren, MI 48092 

Ph 586 756-8662 Fax 586 756-9077 

ppsupplyco.com 

Locations: Warren, Detroit, Troy, Oxford, and Livonia 

TAGGART-KNIGHT GROUP 
Manufactures’ Representatives 

37686 Enterprise Ct. 

Farmington Hills, MI 48331 

Gary O. Taggart - gary@taggartknight.com 

Scott Taggart - scott.taggart@taggartknight.com 

Ph 248 553-4388 Fax 248 553-4653 

info@taggartknight.com 

taggartknight.com 
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President  
Rachel Gendich 
Smith Group 
president.aspe.emc@gmail.com 
 
VP Technical  
Andrew Ward 
Manager  
Water Solutions 
Group, a division of R. L. Deppmann  
vpt.aspe.emc@gmail.com 
 
VP Legislative  
Ryan Lyle 
Director of Training PITC 
Ryan.Lyle@ualocal98jatc.org 
 
VP Membership  
Haruka Iwasaki 
Diversified Spec, Sales, Inc. 
hiwasaki@dsshowley.com 
 
VP Education 
Kristin Simoneaux, P.E., CPD  
kristin.simoneaux@stantec.com 
 

Treasurer  
Bradon Watts HED 
treasurer.aspe.emc@gmail.com 
 
Corresponding Secretary/ VP 
Social Media 
Haruka Iwasaki 
Diversified Spec, Sales, Inc.  
hiwasaki@dsshowley.com 
 
Chapter Affiliate/Liaison 
Chip Bidigare  
Water Solutions Group, 
a division of R. L. 
Deppmann 
cbidigare@deppmann.com 
 
Administrative Secretary  
George Johnston II  
george2@balfrey-johnston.com 
 
Community Service Chair  
Pam Hartsell, CPD, PMP  
Kingscott Associates 
 
 

AYP Liaison  
Leah Bosma  
Smith Group 
Leah.Bosma@smithgroup.com 
 
WOA Liaison 
Theresa Card, P.E., CPD 
Kingscott Associates 
allethe@gmail.com 
 
Golf Committee Chair  
Josh Pedraja, 
ASSE 6060, 6040, 6005 
joshpedraja.aspe@gmail.com 
 
Chapter Ambassadors  
William Grayzar, CPD  
bill@dsdonline.com 
 
Dann Holmes 
buildingwaterhealth@outlook.com 
 
Brianne Hall, P.E., CPD, LEED 
AP BD+C, GGP 
bhall@fishbeck.com 
 

 
Josh Pedraja, 
ASSE 6060, 6040, 6005 
joshpedraja.aspe@gmail.com 
 
Directors 
Michael Melaragni, CPD  
mjmelaragni@yahoo.com 
 
Dann Holmes 
buildingwaterhealth@outlook.com 
 
Brianne Hall, P.E., CPD, 
LEED AP BD+C, GGP 
bhall@fishbeck.com 
 
William Grayzar, CPD  
(248)569-1430 ext.333 
bill@dsdonline.com 
 
Pam Hartsell, CPD, PMP  
Kingscott Associates 

Publisher.aspe.emc@gmail.com
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