
Iextend apologies for being unable to attend last
month’s meeting. This month we will talk about some-

thing a little different, but extremely important to all of
us – how plumbing can cause indoor mold and legal
issues regarding mold. Our guest speaker is James
Partridge PE, from James Partridge Associates (see bio
on page 3). If you are a contractor, owner, facilities man-
ager, architect, engineer or inspector, this meeting topic
should be of interest to you. You will learn how incorrect

plumbing maintenance, installation and design could lead to indoor mold and
its consequences. I again ask that you RSVP so we can better account for din-
ner. Remember, dinner is free to all ASPE and ASSE members. The ASPE
symposium which was held in Chicago last month was a success. Remember,
the convention is next year (October 22-25, 2006) in Tampa, and I’m sure it
will be better than the last. With the holiday season beginning once again -
ASPE and I wish everyone a safe and happy holiday. 

Your president,
Esteban
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Hurricane Relief Efforts
Ron George, CIPE/CPD

Date:  Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2005
NEW regular meeting day:
2nd Wednesday of the month

Time: 5:30 - 9:00 PM
Dinner & Class

Cost: ASPE & ASSE Members: NC
Non-members: $15.00

Location: Plumbing Training Center
1911 Ring Rd., Troy, MI
SEE map on back page

Topic: Legal Issues & Liabilities 
Regarding Mold - As it applies to 
the Plumbing Design Professional 
and other members of the Plumbing
Industry

Speaker: James Partridge
SEE bio on page 3

NEXT MEETING
Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2006
Design and Installation of

Instantaneous Hot Water Systems
Speaker: TBA

See the full class schedule on our web site.

REGISTRATION REQUIRED
RSVP prior to day of class

Phil McCrory, VP Tech:
(810) 736-8871 phone

pmccrory72@hotmail.com
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Plumbing DDesign CClass

In September, a fellow volun-
teer firefighter, Ray Tobin,

and I flew to Baton Rouge, LA
to help with Hurricane Katrina
relief efforts. The national
news reported there was no
food, water power or gasoline
in the areas where we were
going, so we brought enough
dried food, bottled water and
medical supplies to sustain
ourselves on the trip. When we

arrived in Baton Rouge, we went to a Wal-Mart store and purchased plenty of
supplies including extra gas cans and cases of water. We also brought three
bags of medical supplies and our fire department bunker gear to help with
relief efforts. We drove into New Orleans and reported to a Salvation Army
distribution and relief center. It was an old Kmart store that had been recently

continued on page 4

Ron George and Ray Tobin during hurricane relief efforts.
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Our next ASPE meeting will be on
mold. I already know what you are

thinking. You’ve made up your mind not
to show up because your wife already
yelled at you enough for the pizza you left
in the refrigerator for too long. And, you
certainly don’t want to sit through an hour-
long meeting getting the ‘talk’ about the
office refrigerator that hasn’t been cleaned

out since last Labor Day. No, this doesn’t have anything to do
with that. This has to do with plumbing.

Down the road is a real fancy multi-story mall. Someone decid-
ed to put a food court on the top floor. My niece has a clothing
store directly below a restaurant that dumps a lot of soy sauce
down the drain. First, the ceilings of her store got all gooey.
Then, when that finally saturated, it rained soy sauce on the
clothing merchandise below. Thousand of dollars worth of
clothes had to be thrown out. In time, repairs were made to the
pipe, and ladies could once again buy clothes without taking
home the soy smell.

Meanwhile, across town, some right-out-of-college-architect
showed up at our office. He unrolled his masterpiece to the
world: a two story Tex Mex restaurant. He wanted us to do the
plumbing design. Instead of lining up each floors restrooms
using a common chase, he had to be artsy and arrange the

VP TECHNICAL REPORT
Philip McCrory

James Partridge, PE, will be our guest speaker. The topic will
be mold and liability issues regarding mold. Mr. Partridge, a
graduate of Lawrence Technological University, has been
involved in the construction industry for over 35 years. He is a
registered engineer in over a dozen states, is certified in IAQ
and many other related specialties. He has been a lecturer and
speaker for over 100 seminars, classes, and symposia over the
past 5 years in the areas of mold and water intrusion. Mr.
Partridge is published and is the President of James Partridge
Associates, Inc. since 1981.

December Speaker Bio
James Partridge

restrooms in different places on different floors. I noticed that
the second floor restroom was directly over the first floor cook-
ing area. Basically the frying pan on the cooking grille was a
bull’s eye target from the toilet directly above. With the exhaust
hood chase and the clearances given to us, the only place to
route the second floor restroom piping was going directly over
the cooking surface below. I was told not to worry – after all,
there was a ceiling at the first floor, and if installed correctly,
pipes don’t leak that much.

My mind went back to seeing soy sauce rain in my niece’s
clothing store. I made a mental note that if I ever did eat at this
restaurant, not to order the seven layer burrito. 

Over the years through expansion and contraction, pipe move-
ment and vibration, pipes will leak. There is condensation on
pipes, and valve stems and gaskets will wear out. I have even
seen new installations leak. Once the ceiling and drywall go up,
the pipe is forgotten about until the leaks start. Then little
microscopic wiggly things start to thrive on that little bit of
moisture. Then they invite all their cousins and in-laws, and
you’ve got mold problems. Ceilings, drywall and carpet are
common areas that trap dampness because of their porous
nature and act as a wick. Mold leads to sickness and sickness
leads to suffering. This should be a very important class for all
of us to attend, because as the poster in the training center foyer
says: “Plumbers protect the health of the nation.”

I want to thank those that showed up for our meeting on double
containment pipe and special thanks to our speaker Craig
Szachta of IPEX. Also, lots of thanks to our vendors, Mike and
Gary Taggart of the Taggart-Knight team, Tim Ryan of
FiberGlass Systems, Tom Strempka and Shannon Zettle of
Corrosion Fluid Products.

Thanks, Phil

Wishing you and your family peace and joy during the
holiday season and throughout the new year.
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Annual Meeting & Awards Banquet
Saturday - January 28, 2006
St. Johns Conference Center

5:00 - 11:00 PM
Dancing and Enter tainment

Sunset Boulevard Band
Featuring Band Leader and Vocalist

Leslye Sklar D’Ascenzo

Contact John Nussbaum at (313) 341-7661 ext. 211
for information and tickets.

ASSE
MICHIGAN CHAPTER

MARK YYOUR CCALENDAR

closed. We helped load and unload trucks of food and supplies
and we worked in the Salvation Army field kitchen (pictured top
left) that provided over 12,000 meals per day. The kitchen provid-
ed hot meals in insulated serving trays that we loaded on approxi-
mately 50 Salvation Army mobile food serving vans. We also
loaded fruit, bananas, apples and oranges, on the vans with bot-
tled water and other beverages as donations came in. We formed
two lines for the vans to drive through and be loaded with food
for their trips into the city of New Orleans each day. At night we
slept at a nearby school building at the First Baptist Church in La
Place, Louisiana (just west of New Orleans). The school’s class-
rooms had been converted into bunk rooms for relief workers.
When we arrived at the school at night, the congregation mem-
bers had prepared meals for the relief workers. Many of the relief
workers there were from southeast Texas. We awoke one morning
to find our room was empty except for the two of us. During the
night, our roommates learned Hurricane Rita was headed directly
for their home towns, so they left in the middle of night to drive
back to Texas and evacuate their own families from their coastal
homes. The following morning we went in and prepared meals for
the day with a significant shortage in manpower. That afternoon
after preparing the days meals we were told Hurricane Rita will
hit New Orleans within the next 24 hours and the storm surge will
overtop the levee system causing significant flooding again. High
winds and rain were expected, so they asked us to evacuate. At
least half of the Salvation Army equipment left that day for Texas
to preposition for Hurricane Rita relief efforts. Ray and I decided
we would travel east out of the path of the Hurricane Rita and
into the severely devastated areas of Mississippi where Hurricane
Katrina had passed through a week and a half prior. When we
crossed into Mississippi we encountered total devastation near
Bay St. Louis, Long Beach and Gulfport, Mississippi. There was
so much destruction in Bay St. Louis, there were no relief centers,
because there was no one left to relieve. We found a disaster relief
center at “New Life Church” and school in Long Beach,
Mississippi. We spent the next several days there unloading trucks
in the rain from Hurricane Rita, and providing medical treatment
in a classroom in the school building that was serving as a distrib-
ution center. One afternoon while we were there, the wind and
rain picked up and blew down the power lines. We spent the night
in the dark and issued supplies the next day by the light of the
windows in the building. There were several circus tents full of
supplies on the grounds. We unloaded supplies from trucks out-
side on the grounds and placed the food and supplies under the
tents. The supplies were then carried into the school and sorted
into different classrooms by product. There were rooms full of
food, clothes, diapers, health supplies, etc. From the classrooms,
volunteers would keep the cafeteria of the school stocked like a
grocery store and local residents could fill out a FEMA relief
form and then get up to 3 bags of food, clothes and supplies each
day. One day we ran out of forms and one evening several ladies
sat there making copies of the forms by hand. Outside, the hurri-
cane victims could get all of the clothes and bottled water they
could carry from under tarps and tents. There were numerous
stores that donated socks, underwear, shoes, clothes health sup-

Hurricane Relief - continued from page 1
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VP MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Cindy Zatto

The ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter
currently has 129 members. Member-

ship applications are available on line at
www.aspe.org/Eastern_Michigan or
www.aspe.org, in print from any board
member, and at the hospitality desk at
ASPE monthly Plumbing Design Class.
Members receive Plumbing Engineering
Design Book, Plumbing Systems & Design

Magazine, and the opportunity for collegial interaction and
networking.

I would like to extend a welcome our newest 2005 members!  

Darrem Garey, Mechanical Professional Services

Lar Brown, City of East Lansing

Please feel free to contact me at (810) 343-2713 or
cindyz@vesalesinc.com

Cindy

Trap Primers

As a follow up to my previous article, I
have been advised by ASSE National’s

Executive Director Shannon Corcoran, that
she has had conversation with Mr. Robert
Konyndyk (Chief - Plumbing Division -
State of Michigan) in an effort to eliminate
this problem. It appears that when the 2003
ICC Plumbing Code was published the

Standards for Trap Primers were accidentally overlooked and
therefore not updated by reference.

They are currently working to try and get these Standards updat-
ed, but it is a long slow process. The problem is that by the time
this gets worked out the 2006 Codes will be out.

A question for everyone:

Has anyone heard about an issue with gas piping having to be a
minimum of 3” above the roof? I ran into this on a school pro-
ject this summer. 

I will try to get more information for my next article.

If anyone has any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Barry

VP LEGISLATIVE REPORT
Barry Pines, CIPE/CPD

plies and food. Camping tents were pitched outside for relief
workers and after Hurricane Rita’s winds moved in, the tents
blew away and the relief workers had to move into the school
building and sleep on the floors among the supplies. On a cou-
ple of occasions we had a break from unloading trucks and we
asked a nurse to cover the medical station for us. Ray and I
were then able to drive over (finding gas wasn’t easy - see gas
station on page 4, center photo) to the coastal areas of Long
Beach, Mississippi to see the hurricane damage first hand.
There was significant roof and building damage to all structures
in the region. When we got within several miles of the coast,
there was a set of elevated railroad tracks that provided a
restriction where the National Guard placed coils of razor wire
to prevent unauthorized access to the severely damaged coastal
areas. The railroad tracks were washed off the roadbed and
unusable. We were wearing our fire department shirts, so we
were allowed to go through the checkpoints and photograph the
devastation. Every building within several miles of the coast
was wiped off of its foundation and reduced to rubble. Driving
around Long beach was like driving through a blizzard (see
photo above), except instead of snow, it was building debris,
cars, appliances, cargo ships, and container trucks spread all
over the streets. Front end loaders and bull dozers cleared paths
along the roadways and they were loading an endless line of
semi-trucks with debris to haul away. We came upon two ladies
on their porch and they waved us down and asked if we could
help them. They we removing some of their belongings from
their house and while they were there the power came on. They
called the power company and the power company told them it
was not possible for them to have power because all the main
lines were down. What had apparently happened was someone
nearby had connected an emergency generator to their home
and the power was back-feeding into the downed power lines. I
shut-off her main circuit breaker and then Ray and I helped
them gather some of their belongings. Many of the homes had
notes in the front door or in windows letting friends and rela-
tive know they were unharmed and who they were staying with.
This was an experience of a lifetime to see how destructive a
hurricane can be and I am glad I had a chance to go and help
out. Pictures could never describe the enormity of the destruc-
tion. 

Ron George, CIPE, CPD
President, Ron George Design & Consulting Services
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Ann Arbor Fire Protection
815 Airport Blvd. 

Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
Sam Callan

Jeffery Pigeon
jpigeon@annarborfireprotection.com
Ph 734 761-7767 Fax 734 761-5388 

K.L. McCoy
Manufacturers' Representatives

4888 Lakepointe Ave.
P.O. Box 24077

Detroit, MI 48224
Ph 800-533-8226 Fax 313-882-8492

John Hux  jhux@klmccoy.com
Larry Keelan

www.klmccoy.com

Balfrey & Johnston, Inc. 
Manufacturers’ Representatives 

P.O.Box 37317 
Oak Park, MI 48237 
George D. Johnston 

Ph 313 864-2800 Fax 313 864-7219
george@balfrey-johnston.com

www.balfrey-johnston.com 

Kennedy Industries Inc. 
Manufacturers' Representatives 

4975 Technical Drive, P.O. Box 809 
Milford, MI 48381 
Steven P. Harkness

Ph 248 684-1200 Fax 248 684-6011 
sharkness@kennedyind.com

www.kennedyind.com

Burke Agency Inc. 
Manufacturers' Representatives 

2605-A Oakley Park Road 
Walled Lake, MI 48390 

Brian Burke, Tom Zimmerman, Brett Young
Ph 248 669-2800 Fax 248 669-3310

bburke@burkeagency.com
www.burkeagency.com

Lochinvar
High Efficiency Water Heaters and Boilers 

45900 Port Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

Jason Loverich 
Ph 734 454-4480 Fax 734 454-1790

jloverich@lochinvar.com
www.lochinvar.com 

De Broka & Associates Inc. 
Manufacturers' Representatives 

51446 Oro Dr.
Shelby Twp., MI 48315

Dennis DeBroka 
Ph 586 532-0811 Fax 586 532-0815

www.debroka-assoc.com
debroka@att.net

Lozuaway & Associates, Inc. 
Manufacturers' Representatives 

1117 W. Grand Blanc Rd.
Grand Blanc, MI 48439

Mike Ostrowski
Wayne Phillpotts

Ph 810 234-1635 Fax 810 234-8389
moski@lozuaway.com

Diversified Spec. Sales, Inc./
Howley Agency Sales Co.
Manufacturers’ Representative 

13261 Northend Ave. 
Oak Park, MI 48237-3265

Michael J. Burdette 
Ph 248 398-2400 Fax 248 547-4905

www.diversified-spec-sales.com

Meek / Beck & Associates, Inc. 
Manufactures' Representatives 

11875 Belden Court 
Livonia, MI 48150 

Ross Beck 
Ph 734 458-2950  Fax 734 458-2953

meekandbeck@aol.com
www.meekbeck.com

HS/Buy Van Associates, Inc. 
Manufacturers' Representatives 

56 S. Squirrel
Auburn Hills, MI 48326

Jarrett Armstrong
Bill Allen

Ph 888 472-8982 Fax 248 852-0298
info@hsbuyvan.com
www.hsbuyvan.com

Merlo Steam Equipment Co., Inc.
Manufactures' Representatives 

35745 Beattie Dr.
Sterling Heights, MI 48312

Gregory J. Merlo 
Ph 586 978-8434  Fax 586 978-8459

gregm@merlosteam.com
www. merlosteam.com
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Nibco Inc.
1516 Middlebury Street
Elkhart, IN 46516-4740

Dane P. Badgero
Ph 800 234-0227 Fax 219 295 3307

badgerod@nibco.com
www.nibco.com

Taggart-Knight Group 
Manufactures' Representatives 

32985 Hamilton Court, Suite 102 
Farmington Hills, MI 48334 

Gary O. Taggart 
Ph 248 553-4388  Fax 248 553-4653

info@taggartknight.com

Performance Engineering Group 
Engineered Water Products 

32955 Industrial Rd. 
Livonia, MI 48150 

Alan Deal
Ph 734 266-5300 Fax 734 266-5310
www.performanceengineering.com 

TRO Sales Company 
Manufacturers' Representatives 

3406 West 12 Mile Road 
Berkley, MI 48072 

Thomas R. Osberger 
Ph 248 546-5354 Fax 248 546-3513

trosalesco@aol.com

R.L. Deppmann Co. 
Southfield * Grand Rapids * Saginaw 

Southfield Office: P.O. Box 5023 
20929 Bridge St. 

Southfield, MI 48086-5023 
Mary Anderson

Ph 248 354-3710 Fax 248 354-3763 

Underwood Fire Equipment Inc.
Fire Equipment Sales, Service, Repair & Testing 

P.O. Box 43 
Novi, MI 48376 

Darrell W. Underwood 
Ph 248 347-4975 Fax 248 347-0843

info@underwoodfire.com
www.underwoodfire.com

Sales Service Plus, Inc. 
Manufacturers' Representatives 

45606 Mast St. 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

Kirby J. Meagher 
Ph 734 454-7620 Fax 734 454-7632

kmeagher@salesserviceplus.com
www.salesserviceplus.com

V.E. Sales Co., Inc.
Manufacturers’ Representatives 

25200 Jefferson Avenue 
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081-2347 

Cynthia Zatto  cindyz@vesalesinc.com
Ph 586 774-7760 Fax 586 774-1490

cell 810-343-2713
www.vesalesinc.com 

Quality Water & Air, Inc.
Manufacturers’ Representative 

1402 Souter
Troy, MI 48083 

Alec Bien 
Ph 248 589-8010 Fax 248 589-8016 

qualitywaterair@cs.com
www.qualitywaterair.com

Dave Watson Associates, Inc 
Manufacturers’ Representatives 

1325 W. Beecher St. 
Adrian, MI 49221 
Dave Watson, Jr. 

Ph 517 263-8988 Fax 517 263-2328
dwa@davewatson.biz

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS
For a complete listing and handy buyer’s guide of the product lines carried by our sponsors please visit our
web site at aspe.org/Eastern_Michigan/newsletter.htm and print out the Sponsor List (PDF) or visit our
sponsors’ web page on our web site.

GROANER: Three cowboys were hanging out in the bunkhouse. "I know that smart-alec Tex," said the first. "He's going to start brag-
ging about that new foreign car he bought as soon as he gets back." "Not Tex," said the second. "He'll always be just a good ol' boy.
When he walks in, I'm sure all he'll say is hello." "I know Tex better than any of you," said the third. "He's so smart, he'll figure out a
way to do both. Here he comes now!" Tex swung open the bunkhouse door and shouted, "Audi, partners!"
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Mary Chapman, Newsletter Editor
P.O. Box 37317

Oak Park, MI  48237

Internet Address
http://www.aspe.org/Eastern_Michigan

Region 2 - Great Lakes
Eastern Michigan

Non-Profit Corporation
Local Chapters Not Authorized To Speak For The

Society

2005-2006 ASPE-EMC Board and Committee Chairpersons 

President 
Esteban Cabello, PE, CIPE
JRED Engineering, Inc.
5608 N. Charlesworth St.
Dearborn Hgts., MI 48127
(313) 565-5580  Fax (313) 565-9818
jredengineering@comcast.net

Vice-President Technical
Philip McCrory
5483 Hubbard Dr.
Flint, MI  48506
(810) 736-8871
pmccrory72@hotmail.com

Vice-President Legislative
Barry Pines, CIPE/CPD
C&R Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
51195 Fischer Park Drive
Shelby Twp, MI  48316
(586) 739-8915  Fax (586) 731-5650
bpines@cr-plumbing.com

Vice-President Membership
Cindy Zatto 
V. E. Sales Company, Inc.
25200 Jefferson Ave.
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081
(586) 774-7760  Fax (586) 774-1490
cindyz@vesalesinc.com

Treasurer
John Snyder, CIPE/CPD
31758 Edgeworth Dr.
Madison Heights, MI 48071
(248) 588-8741  Fax (248) 577-0104
johnasnyder@wowway.com

Administrative Secretary 
John Nussbaum, FASSE IPP
MCA Detroit
14801 W. Eight Mile Road 
Detroit, MI 48235 
(313) 341-7661 ext. 211  Fax (313) 341-1007
jnussbaum@mcadetroit.org

Corresponding Secretary 
George Johnston 
Balfrey & Johnston, Inc. 
P.O. Box 37317 
Oak Park, MI 48237 
(313) 864-2800  Fax (313) 864-7219 
george@balfrey-johnston.com

Newsletter / Web Editor
Mary Chapman
MCA Detroit 
14801 W. Eight Mile Road 
Detroit, MI 48235 
(313) 341-7661 ext. 210  Fax (313) 341-1007
mchapman@mcadetroit.org

ASPE NEWS
Ameriicaan SSociiety oof PPluumbiing EEngiineers-EEaastern MMiichiigaan CChaapter

First Class Mail

ASPE News is published 10 times per year (September through May, plus one summer issue). Yearly advertising rates are $250.00 per ad for members and $300.00 for
non-members. Insert advertisements are $250.00 per newsletter for one oz., $100 for every oz. over. Help Wanted ads, fifty words or less, $100.00 per issue. For quar-
ter-page and half-page product ads, please contact Mary Chapman. Checks should be made payable to ASPE E. Mich. Chapter and sent to ASPE-EMC Treasurer John
Snyder. All newsletter inserts should be mailed to ASPE-EMC Corresponding Secretary George Johnston with a copy sent to Mary Chapman. Circulation 400 -
Distributed to: Engineers, Contractors, Inspectors, and other industry professionals in Michigan. For contributing articles contact Mary Chapman, Newsletter Editor at:
mchapman@mcadetroit.org.

Map to the Plumbing Industry Training Center
1911 Ring Drive - Troy, MI
West of and off John R, north of 14 Mile Rd.


